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them to make connections across an ever-broadening spectrum of knowledge.  And it will 
empower them to transform themselves, their communities, and the world.   

 
To succeed in realizing this commitment to creativity requires the College to be a 

special kind of supportive community – one in which the broadest possible range of ideas is 
explored and critically interrogated, comprising persons who bring the broadest possible 
range of personal experiences to their interactions.  In short, a commitment to creative 
thought also requires a genuine commitment to diversity and inclusion – to inclusive 
excellence.  Under the aegis of the previous Strategic Plan, we set out to increase intercultural 
and global understanding within the College.  In order to do so, we first needed to become a 
more diverse community, 
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necessary to sustain our positive trajectory.  This project will engage every person who works 
at the College, as well as everyone in our extended community who cares about Skidmore’s 
future.  We must complement these efforts with enhanced capacities to create more effective 
ways to tell our institutional story, strengthen connections with members of the extended 
Skidmore community, and reverse troubling trends of lower participation in giving among some 
of our alumni populations.  Finally, we are committed to charting a sustainable path to realizing 
our vision – one that is sustainable economically, in human terms for those who learn and teach 
here, and in terms of the environment. 
 

Recognizing the challenges we face, the new confidence we feel, the possibilities in front 
of us, and the imperatives relating to creativity and inclusive excellence that both humble and 
inspire us, we affirm the following specific goals:  

 

I. Integrative Learning – To Develop Our Students’ Capacities to 
Create, Imagine, and Change the World:  We will invest in programs and 
educational strategies that develop our students’ capacities to demonstrate 
excellence as engaged, creative, and integrative learners. 
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GOAL I:  INTEGRATIVE LEARNING – TO DEVELOP OUR STUDENTS’ CAPACITIES TO 

CREATE, IMAGINE, AND CHANGE THE WORLD:  WE WILL INVEST IN PROGRAMS 

AND EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES THAT DEVELOP OUR STUDENTS’ CAPACITIES TO ACHIEVE AND 

DEMONSTRATE EXCELLENCE AS ENGAGED, CREATIVE, AND INTEGRATIVE LEARNERS. 
 
This Plan reaffirms the College’s belief in the intellectually rigorous and transformative 
potential of a Skidmore education, as well as in the personal and social values it embodies.  A 
liberal arts education certainly represents a personal good for our graduates, preparing them 
not only to make a living but also to create a life worth living – a life that truly matters for 
themselves and others.  But a Skidmore education also represents a broader social good that is 
seldom remarked upon in contemporary discussions of higher education.  We highlight this 
value in our expressed determination to prepare our graduates to live as informed, responsible, 
and globally and interculturally aware citizens who are capable not only of bringing their 
personal plans to fruition but who also 
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international study; independent study, theses, and collaborative research with faculty; the 
making and performance of art; and the diverse opportunities for leadership and civic 
engagement made possible through Campus Life, Athletics, and Residential Life, among others.    

 
Our students come to us increasingly experienced in using technology, both in their 

personal lives – where they are accustomed to being constantly connected electronically to 
their peers and the world at large – and, for some, through their high school experience, where 
technology is now a pervasive presence in teaching and learning.  Moreover, the incredible pace 
of technological development constantly offers new ways for us to connect students to 
opportunities beyond our physical boundaries and enhance pedagogy in the classroom in ways 
unimaginable even a few years ago.  Technology is increasingly important in the research and 
creative work of our professors, as well.  So determining how best to support – and afford – 
investments in this area that enhance integrative learning will take on greater strategic 
importance in our short- and long-term planning. 

 
Our objective is both to deepen this emphasis on integrative learning through a range 

of curricular and co-curricular initiatives and to make students intentional partners in this 
enterprise.  
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to integrate knowledge and experience, to help them make the connections between what they 
learn at the College and what they want to accomplish across a life of productive work – serving 
them and their communities well into the future.  In the end, our students are responsible for 
doing their own work, making their own connections across the different disciplines they have 
studied and the co-curricular experiences that have enriched their college careers, and then 
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currently lose those privileges once they are no longer enrolled, mainly due to restrictive 
licensing agreements with publishers.  The more that institutions of higher education commit to 
open access publishing models, the more easily our alumni – both newly minted and past 
generations – can continue their lifelong learning. On the other hand, sharing the fruits of their 
own intellectual work will help Skidmore students to convey the value of their educational 
experience with a truly global reach. 

 
Second, we need to see that engaged liberal learning practices – such as writing-intensive 

courses, exploratory research opportunities, credit-bearing internships, summer collaborative 
research, etc. – that relate directly to our students’ post-Skidmore lives are better supported.  
To that end, we will increase our efforts around, and provide additional resources for, 
undergraduate research, internships, SEE-
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in which every member of our community feels valued and all experience a sense of belonging, 
because they know that their contributions to the community are both welcomed and 
appreciated.  As an educational community in which dialog is highly valued, achieving this 
outcome should not be so much a matter of implementing new forms of  “training” as it is of 



Creating Pathways to Excellence – V. 13.1  
 

 

20 

educational mission of the college. Inclusion and well-being belong together, because they 
require and reinforce each other.  We view well-being both as a community value and as a 
community responsibility, meaning that all members of our community have a role to play in 
helping our students and other community members develop life-long healthy habits of mind, 
body, and spirit.  These habits of well-being are directly linked with the capacity of our students 
to tolerate uncertainty, anxiety, distress, and confusion in the interests of intellectual growth, 
creativity, and emotional maturation.  Thus attention to well-being and inclusion is not an “add-
ons” to our strategic vision, but rather it relates to the very foundations of the intellectual and 
personal growth we seek to foster at Skidmore.  

 
We will create multiple opportunities on campus for our students to learn and practice 

such healthy habits and responsible behaviors.  We will establish strategic links between their 
academic and co-curricular well-being, resiliency, and balance – challenging them to grow and 
transform across multiple individual, academic, and interpersonal dimensions in their four 
years on campus.  We will consciously and consistently open our eyes to the ways in which our 
campus is not yet fully inclusive or welcoming to all members, and we will acknowledge the 
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An essential element of our approach must be integrating sustainability into every aspect 
of our facilities management and construction.  Over the past decade, we have made impressive 
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